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Ephpheta Sunday was celebrated this year on  
Sunday 1st of August for 2010.  

We were lucky to have Bishop Porteous come to the 
Chapel of St Francis de Sales to celebrate Mass with 

Fr Peter Woodward for Ephpheta Sunday (in our very 
own Chapel for the first time!) with more about 100 
Deaf people attending this year. Of course, as 
always for big events, we had 
to spill over into the lounge 
room with a live video uplink 
broadcast onto the wall & 
extra interpreters. 

This was the first time Bishop 
Julian visited the Ephpheta 
Centre & we were all 
honoured to have him!  

Once again, the staff were 
very busy organising this 
special day before the event, 
& on the day, serving a hot 
lunch & dessert for everyone. 
Lunch was a choice of lasagne & roast chicken & 
dessert was sticky date pudding & apple crumble.  

All this was delicious & we could not have managed 

without the many volunteers 
who helped out on the big 
day.  

The hard working kitchen 
team included the whole 
Clark family & Liz. Our 

volunteer interpreters were 
Rosanna Johnston, Kate 
Beath & Rosemary Lipman. 

Bishop Julian was very 
friendly & social, going 
around to mingle & chat with 
the Deaf with Rosemary 
interpreting. He, later, told us 
that he thought it was a 
fantastic day & really enjoyed 
himself there. The community 
was all very glad that he 
could stay & spend the day 
with us. 

See more photos on page 7... 

Presenting Bishop Julian with his thank you gift after Mass. 

Ephpheta Sunday with 
Bishop Porteous !! 

Rosanna, doing the DeafBlind 
interpreting... 

Even after the yummy meal, we had 
more food because some people 

brought delicious afternoon tea!! 

Bishop Julian Porteous 

Bishop Julian was happy to pose for 
photos with Deafies! 
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Sunday 17th October 2010 is a very important day for 
Australian Catholics as we celebrate that the Blessed 
Mary MacKillop will be recognised as a saint in Rome 
on this day - our first Australian saint! To mark this 
special occasion we wanted to share with you some 
information about Mary’s life and work. 

 

Mary was born in Melbourne in 
1842 - she was the eldest of 8 
children. Her childhood was 
hard as her parents were poor 
but education and faith were 
important in the 
family. As the 
eldest child, Mary 
was responsible 
for looking after 

the younger children - from this point 
in her life Mary strongly relied on her 
faith that “God will provide”. From age 
14, Mary worked to provide for her 
family and at 18 years old, she 
became a teacher to a family in a 
small rural village in South Australia. She saw that 
many poor children in the village did not have an 

education and she soon had 
other children in her classes  
where she taught them how to 
read and write and also taught 
them about God and the church. 
 

Mary soon decided that she 
wanted to live her life helping 
others, especially the poor, as a 
nun. In 1867 she became the first 
sister of a new order of nuns 
called the Sisters of St Joseph of 
the Sacred Heart. The order of 

nuns had an emphasis on being poor, on going 
wherever they were needed to help, on a belief in 
God’s care and guidance and that “God will provide”. 
 

Over the years many women heard of the work of 
Mary and joined 
the order. Their 
work was hard. 
The sisters went 
out and lived in 
the community to 
help the poor and 
to set up schools 
for the children. The sisters were welcomed wherever 
they went but their work and the way that the nuns 
were organised led to problems with the leaders in 
the church. These problems led to Mary being 
excommunicated in 1871. This meant that she was 
not allowed to receive communion and was not 

recognised by the church. None of this changed 
Mary’s love of God. She was allowed back into the 
church 5 months later. 
 

After all of her problems, Mary went to Rome 
to talk to the Pope so that the Sisters could do 
their work for the poor in the way that she felt 
was best. The Pope agreed with Mary. After 
this many people came to know of her good 
work and her work came to be accepted by 
those in the church. 
 

Mary died in 1909 
aged 67.  At the 
time of her death 
750 women had 

joined the order. There 
were 106 houses where 
the sisters lived, which 
gave shelter to over 1000 
people who were poor and 
in need. There were 117 
schools where more than 
12,000 children went to 
school. 
 

Mary treated everyone with 
love and dignity. There are 
many stories of her serving the poor and giving love 
and respect to people who had been ignored and 
neglected. She believed that all children should have 
a good education and was one of the first in Australia 
to help poor children go to school. She was a woman 
with a strong faith and love of God. All through her 
life, with its many challenges and disappointments, 
she kept a strong and constant love of God. 
 

On Sunday 17th October 2010, the Church will 
recognise Mary as a saint - our first Australian saint! 
What this means is  that the Pope declares that Mary 
is “in the glory of heaven”, that she is there to 
intercede for us to God and that she is to be publically 
honoured by the whole Church throughout the world.  
On this day, let us all celebrate the importance of the 
life and work of our Mary MacKillop! 
 

The Ephpheta Centre will have our own celebration 
for this event, including Mass, a live internet link & 
BBQ dinner. Everyone is very welcome!! Please see 
page 3 for more information.   

- our first Australian Saint! 
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Save the Dates 
Some very important things to 
book in to your diary now so you 
don’t miss out! See below & other 
pages for more information... 
19th September - Picnic Mass 
26th September - Manly Integrated Mass 
9th - 22nd October - National Week of Deaf People 
17th October - Mary MacKilliop Canonisation 
31st October - Campbelltown Integrated Mass 
7th November - Assembly Day (after Mass)  

.Deafair 9th October 
National Week of Deaf People starts with the Deafair - 
the Ephpheta Centre will have a stall there so come & 
support us!  
When: Saturday 9th October at 10.30am-3.00pm 
Where: Woodstock Community Centre, Fitzroy Street 
(off Shaftesbury Road), Burwood. 
RSVP: To the Deaf Society on info@deafsociety.com 
or fax to 8833 3699 for lunch. 

Mary MacKillop Canonisation Mary MacKillop Canonisation Mary MacKillop Canonisation Mary MacKillop Canonisation ----    
17th October 17th October 17th October 17th October     
Our very own Mary MacKillop will 
become a Saint! The Ephpheta 
Centre will be celebrating so come 
join us.... We will be begin with 
Mass at 3.00pm then we will have 
a BBQ dinner and celebration while 

we watch the Official Canonisation Mass in ROME 
live on the internet. Everyone is welcome to 
celebrate this wonderful event!  
When: Sunday 17th October at 3.00pm 
Where: Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St, Punchbowl. 
After Mass: BBQ Dinner then at 6.30pm - live video 
link of the Official Canonisation Mass in Rome starts. 
Please bring a salad or a dessert to share with 
everyone, Ephpheta Centre will provide the BBQ 
and bread rolls. 
RSVP: To Liz on office@ephpheta.org.au or fax to 
9709 5638 so we know how many for dinner. 

Picnic Mass – 19th September 
Every year, the CDC has 
a Picnic Mass. This year it 
will be the first one under 
the merged organisation, 
CDC – NSW. Mass will be 
in the chapel at Mulgoa. 
When: Sunday 19th 
September at 11.00am (Can be there from 10am to 
4pm) 
Where: Edmund Rice Retreat & Conference 
Centre, “Winbourne”, 1315 Mulgoa Rd, Mulgoa 
After Mass: Barbeque & picnic lunch in the Centre 
picnic grounds. BYO lunch to cook on BBQ & BYO 
drinks. 
How to get there: If you are going by train, 
someone will pick you up from Penrith train station 
at 9.30am or 10am. If you need to, contact Anthony 
Hastings on 0410 936 758 or Ephpheta Centre on 
fax to 9709 5638. (No need to RSVP.) 
  

Please note that because of this Picnic Mass, 
BLACKTOWN Mass is CANCELLED on 19th 
September. 

Manly Integrated Mass - 26th September 
For somewhere 
different, we will have 
Integrated Mass in 
Manly. Why not have 
a fun day out & get the 
ferry there yourself? 
 

When: Sunday 26th September at 10.30am 
Where: St Mary’s Church, 6 Raglan St, Manly. 
After Mass: Do something fun yourself or with 
friends, like go to the Aquarium or have lunch on the 
beach. 
RSVP: To Liz on office@ephpheta.org.au or fax to 
9709 5638 so we know how many seats to reserve. 
 How to get there: Ferry to Manly Wharf, bus to 
Pittwater Rd or drive to nearby car parking.  
  

Please note that because of this Integrated Mass, 
REVESBY Mass is CANCELLED on 25th 
September. 

Campbelltown Mass Campbelltown Mass Campbelltown Mass Campbelltown Mass ----    31st October31st October31st October31st October    
 The Ephpheta Centre will be 
joining the Deaf  Campbelltown 
Catholic Community for their 
regular Mass. Nicole Clark will 
be interpreting this Mass. 
When: Sunday 31st October at 
9.00am 
Where: St John The Evangelist 
Catholic Church, 35 Cordeaux St, Campbelltown. 
RSVP: To Liz on office@ephpheta.org.au or fax to 
9709 5638 so we know how many seats to reserve. 

Assembly Day Assembly Day Assembly Day Assembly Day ----    7th November 7th November 7th November 7th November     
Come to the Ephpheta Centre Assembly Day with the 
Community to discuss your ideas and feedback about 
services and events provided by the Ephpheta 
Centre! Things that will be discussed are: Places and 
times for Mass, Community Presentations, Projects, 
Community day trips, Overseas Pilgrimages... 
When: Sunday 7th November at 11.00am (after 
Mass) with morning tea. 
Where: Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St, Punchbowl.  
After Mass: We will get morning tea & start Assembly 
Day then after that is finished, we will have lunch 
(around 1pm). 
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Noticeboard 

There was a big crowd at Blacktown on Sunday 18 July 
2010. After Mass and lunch David Parker gave an 
interesting information session about the Video Relay 
Service (VRS). A lot of questions was asked.  It was 
agreed that VRS will be great for Deaf people in 
Australia. We hope that Deaf Australia’s lobby for a new 
VRS to the government will be successful in the near 
future. Many thanks to David for his wonderful 
community presentation to us. 
 
We were very happy with the presence of Bishop 
Porteous who celebrated Ephpheta Sunday Mass with 
Fr Peter Woodward at the Ephpheta Centre on 1 August 
2010. He was able to stay with us for luncheon. He was 
such a friendly bishop. We hope to see him more in the 
future. 

After our AGM and Election on 2 May 2010 Danny 
Blakeney and Edith Gartner joined our Committee 
members. Also, Eva Kent and Grant Kent are the latest 
additions to the Committee. Welcome! 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you all at our Mass 
and Picnic Day at Edmund Rice Retreat & Conference 
Centre at Mulgoa on Sunday 19 September 2010. 
Please note that because of this Picnic Mass, Blacktown 
Mass is cancelled on 19 September 2010. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Brian Johnston 
Secretary CDC - NSW 

Catholic Deaf Community - NSW News:  

 

Missed out on joining the Deaf  group?  
 

If you missed out on joining the Deaf Weight Watchers group, don’t worry! The group that is 
running now will continue with a new program from October at the same time - Saturday mornings 
11am-12pm. If you want to join at this time, please contact danni@ephpheta.org.au & Danni will 
send out more information when it is available!  

 
 

 
When: Sunday 19th September 
Place: Edmund Rice Retreat &  

 Conference Centre,         
"Winbourne" 

1315 Mulgoa Rd, Mulgoa NSW 

 

following by BBQ and picnic lunch  
 

 
Please note that because of this Picnic Mass, 

BLACKTOWN Mass is CANCELLED          
on 19 September 

 
 
 
 
 

When: Third Friday of every month, 10am-12pm  
Where:  The Domain Rooms,  
 1 Oakes Street, Westmead 
For more info contact: 
Danni Wright - danni@ephpheta.org.au 
TTY: 9708 6904 Mobile: 0410 567 621 (sms) 
 

17th September - Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
Using our imagination, Social skills. Prepare picnic & 
Picnic time (Bring your favourite teddy bear or doll) 
 

15th October - Fun & Games 
Outdoor games for different ages e.g. Catch a 
Bubble 
 

19th November - Christmas Craft 
Easy Christmas craft ideas including decorations, 
cards, gifts e.g. Pasta jewellery 
 

17th December - Christmas Party AT PUNCHBOWL 
Fun Party, Social skills, Party games. Please RSVP 
& bring gold coin donation for your child’s present. 
BIG KIDS WELCOME 
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Craft workshops!!  
The Deaf Craft Group will have different Craft 
workshops every month on a Wednesday. For 
the next one - Danni Wright will be teaching 
how to make earrings.  
 

When: Wednesday,  
15th September. 
Where: Ephpheta Centre,  
4 Turner St, Punchbowl.  
Time: 10am-12pm  
Cost: $5 for materials (you 
take your earrings home!)  
 

You’re welcome to stay for lunch for $3 extra & 
chat with the craft ladies.  
 

If you want to know 
more information about 
future Craft Workshops, 
please email 
danni@ephpheta.org.au 

Pink Day 

If you are interested in going to the 50th 
International Eucharistic Congress in Dublin, 
Ireland 2012 on 10th-17th June 2012. 
For more information on the Congress, please 
check http://www.iec2012.ie/welcome.html & 
contact the Ephpheta Centre if you would like 
to join our Deaf group. 

Deaf Cafe 
The Ephpheta Centre will have a 
new regular Deaf Cafe for 
people who are bored & want to 
enjoy a cuppa & chat with others...   

 

The first one will be on  
Friday 22nd October at 
10am to 12pm at the  
Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St, 
Punchbowl. 
 

Come, join us for a cuppa & chat! 

WYD11 in Madrid, Spain 
The Ephpheta Centre will support 
some pilgrims (between 16-35 
years old) & taking a group to 
World Youth Day 2011 in Madrid, 
Spain on 16th-21st August 2011 

plus extra tours before going to Madrid for 
WYD11!! We will have an Information Night 
on Thursday 23rd September at 6pm (with 
supper) for more information. We will talk 
about fundraising/finances, travels & 
expectations of supported pilgrims. If you’re 
thinking about joining our Deaf group, please 
come to find out more information. 

The Deaf Craft Ladies want to have another Pink Day 
for the 3rd year in a row!!  
 

When: Saturday 23rd October 
Time: 10am-3pm  
Where: The Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St, 
Punchbowl (5 minute walk from Punchbowl station & 
parking available) 
How much: $10 includes morning tea, sausage 
sizzle lunch, afternoon tea & lucky door prize. 
Bring: Bring more money for raffles (many beautiful 
prizes!), auctions & to shop at the little stalls. 
Men are very welcome!! 
 

We raised over $500 twice in the last two years & 
want to beat that, this year!! So come & support Pink 
month & help raise $$$ for Breast Cancer. All money 
raised will go to “Pink Ribbon Day” Cancer Council for 

research, prevention & supporting 
women & their families, who are 
affected by Breast Cancer - the most 
common cancer in women.  

Do you have a story about Shirley 
Carroll? 
Br Reg Shepherd & Anne Carroll (Shirley’s daughter) are 
putting together a book about Shirley Carroll’s life. They 
would like stories from different people from the Deaf 
Community. Think about the questions below: 

• When did you first meet Shirl?  
• Why did you meet Shirl? 
• What do you most remember about her? 
• What impressed you about her? 
• What is your favourite story about her?  

If you have a story (it can be short) about your memories 
of Shirley, please fax or email it to the Ephpheta Centre & 
we will pass it on to Br Reg. Please don’t worry about the 
English, Br Reg will polish it up for the book. Please send 
your stories before 30th September. 
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Out and About in the Deaf CommunityOut and About in the Deaf CommunityOut and About in the Deaf CommunityOut and About in the Deaf Community    
Ephpheta Centre visits Schools! 

Recently the CWF (Charitable 
Workers Fund) had a large 
collection drive in all the 
parishes and catholic schools. 
Every time this happens 
Stephen will visit a parish and 
tell everyone about the 

Ephpheta centre and how the donations go towards 
supporting the work that the Ephpheta Centre does. 
This year we visited some Primary schools. It’s very 
different telling young children about the Ephpheta 
work - they love asking questions! Danni lead a 
wonderful discussion about how the Deaf manage in 
everyday lives and taught some signs to the class. 
Over all it was great to have the chance to meet with 
local kids and teach them about Deaf Culture. If you 
would like us to visit you child’s (or grandchild’s) 
school please contact the Ephpheta centre. 

City to Surf City to Surf City to Surf City to Surf ----    40th Anniversary!!!40th Anniversary!!!40th Anniversary!!!40th Anniversary!!!    
This was on 8th August to celebrate the 40 year 
anniversary of City to 
Surf. Myself,  Grant, Tara, 
Tina & Tina's friend, Renee, 
& also Cathy McPherson & 
Louise Blockley 
joined 80,000 others for the 
14km fun run starting at 
8.30am. We saw some 
friends including Pat Knight, 
Ida Rogers, Jenny Rozsa and some hearing friends: 
Sheena Walters, Jasmine Rozsa and her fiancé Billy. 
We chatted with them after the race. There were 
about 3 different coloured groups, we were at the 
'back of the pack'.  Everywhere people were dressed 
up, mothers pushing their children in strollers, fathers 
carried kids on their shoulders.  See the photo of 
clothes, thrown onto the trees by people before the 

race - afterwards they 
were collected for the 
poor. It was not a 
stressful walk, we 
chatted all the way and 
enjoyed the lovely views. 
Every couple of 
kilometres there was a 

drink station, so we never got thirsty - empty cups 
littered the streets. The queues for the Portaloos 
along the way were terrible! We managed to walk the 
14kms within 3 hours. After the race, we joined a 
tremendously long queue for at least 1 1/2 hours for 
a bus back to Central, where we relaxed & soaked 
up the sun at Central pub with lunch and drinks. We 
got home at about 4.30 pm. We would love to go 

again next year. Don't forget 
to enter the Breakfast on the 
Harbour Bridge on 10th 
October.  

By Eva Grant 
 
 

 St Dominic’s Day 
Every year Santa Sabina 
celebrates St Dominic’s day in 
a very special way. This is a 
day for them to make sure the 
story of St Dominic is passed 
on & also to acknowledge all 
the many great works of the 

Dominican nuns in 
Australia. One of these 
important works was 
establishing Catholic Deaf 
Education in Australia. The 
nuns are still working with 

deaf children at the 
Catherine Sullivan Centre in 
Strathfield. The Ephpheta 
Staff were invited to attend 
the celebrations. Every year 
Nicole also spends some 
time with the students 
rehearsing some sign singing. This year was just 
wonderful, the students that lead the singing were 
very dedicated and practiced well. On the day all the 
students from the schools, connected with Santa 
Sabina, had been practicing the sign singing in their 
classrooms – so there were hundreds of hands 
singing... a very beautiful sight!  The Ephpheta Staff 
felt blessed to be part of Santa Sabina’s 
celebrations, and look forward to it every year. 

BIG STEVE’S 60!!! 
Our very own Stephen 
Lawlor has finally reached a 
milestone in his life - turning 
60 years old! He had a party 
which many family & friends 
helped celebrate. But 
because his true birthday fell 
on a Wednesday, the Deaf Craft Ladies decided to 
throw a lunch party in his honour. Janice Andrew 

made him a fruit cake & 
decorated it with 
Rabbitoh’s colours & 
little bunnies! Big Steve 
had a big grin on his 
birthday! 
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Bishop Julian drew the raffle, 
Robert called out the numbers 
& Bishop Julian presented the 
prizes to the excited winners! 

He even gave Murreal a 
thumbs up when she collected 

her prize!! 

Ephpheta Sunday with Bishop Porteous !! 
Continued from page 1... 

Mass was said by Bishop Julian & 
Fr Peter, children were given the 

traditional blessing after communion 
& after Mass, Community Award 

winners were announced. 

The yummy sticky date pudding 
we had after lunch... There was 

heaps of food to go around! 

The Deaf Catholic Trust acknowledge some 
people that have worked hard for the Deaf 

Catholic Community in the past year. 

 VÉÇzÜtàâÄtà|ÉÇá àÉ ÉâÜ axãÄçãxwá44 VÉÇzÜtàâÄtà|ÉÇá àÉ ÉâÜ axãÄçãxwá44 VÉÇzÜtàâÄtà|ÉÇá àÉ ÉâÜ axãÄçãxwá44 VÉÇzÜtàâÄtà|ÉÇá àÉ ÉâÜ axãÄçãxwá44     
Many guests travelled from 
NZ, Qld & Far North Coast to 
attend the beautiful wedding 
ceremony of Cecilia Johnston 
& Andrew Pickering at Twin 
Creeks Golf and Country Club 
at Luddenham on Saturday 4th 
September 2010. After the 
ceremony Cecilia and Andrew 
released butterflies to 
celebrate their marriage – 
some butterflies flew to the 3 
bridesmaids’ bouquets and stayed there for a while 
before flying off. The happy couple are honeymooning 
in Fiji. Congratulations Cecilia and Andrew and best 
wishes for the future. 

 

Congratulations to Mr & Mrs Tim 
& Melissa Smith on their 
marriage! It was a beautiful day 
to marry on Sunday 22nd 
August 2010 at Hunters Hill 
Catholic Church. Fr Peter 
Woodward celebrated the 
wedding. They honeymooned in 
Noosa. 
Best wishes on their marriage. 

Many Cultures, One in Christ Mass Many Cultures, One in Christ Mass Many Cultures, One in Christ Mass Many Cultures, One in Christ Mass     
On the 29th August, 
some of our Community 
went to a special Mass 
in the Wollongong 
Diocese to celebrate 
different cultures 
including Deaf people at 
the St John Vianney's 
church. After Mass there were many people who 
joined the parish community in the Church Hall for an 
“International Lunch” where there was so many 
different foods from other cultures. 

Bernice the Iron Woman! 
Bernice and Michael were back at mass after about 6 
months away - Bernice recently had a knee 
replacement and is now walking around pain free for 
the first time in many months. 
Michael said she is like the iron 
woman because she has a 
metal knee now! It was lovely to 
have them both back with us last 
Sunday. 
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Michael & Sandra Wagner 
are a married Deaf couple 
from Luxembourg (the 
smallest EU country), who 
came to Australia to visit Chris 
Wagner on his travels (his 
story is in Deaf Catholic News, 
March-June 2010, Volume 11 
No 1). Michael & Chris are 
brothers. They tell their story... 
 

On 27th April, we finally landed after 24 hours of 
flying from Germany to Hong 
Kong, then Sydney to visit my 
brother Chris & to travel in 
Australia. It was good to see 
Chris after he started to travel 
& work in Australia since 
September 2009. 
 

The next day we caught a 
ferry from Parramatta to the 
City, in good weather. Chris 
showed us part of The Rocks 

& took us to the markets there. Before sunset, we 
climbed the Harbour Bridge. While we climbed the 
Bridge, the sun went down. At the top of the Harbour 
Bridge, everything 
looked lovely & we 
saw the city lights, 
the illuminated 
Opera House & 
Harbour Bridge. 
Then we had to go 
back down. It was 

just fantastic! 
 

On Monday we went to 
Hyde Park & the 
Botanic Gardens, then 
we did fabulous sight-
seeing including Mrs 
Macquarie's Chair, 

where we had good views of the Harbour Bridge & 
Opera House. The weather wasn’t very good. 
 

On Tuesday it was 
raining. We were still in 
the city, so we decided to 
see indoor places like 
Darling Harbour, Sydney 
Tower, Queen Victoria 
Building, Chinatown & 
the Chinese garden. 

 

On Wednesday we visited 
Ephpheta Centre for Deaf 
Catholics. We met Stephen 
Lawlor, his wife Nola, 
Nicole & Danni. We talked 
about his colleagues & the 
comparison between the 
Catholic Deaf Centres in Germany & Australia. It was 
very interesting. 

 

After leaving the 
Ephpheta Centre, we 
went to see the Three 
Sisters in the Blue 
Mountains, but we 
were disappointed 
because although we 
were about 400 
meters from the 

Three Sisters, we could not see them clearly 
because the fog was too low. It also kept raining now 
& then. So we decided to 
go to Blacktown where 
there was a shopping 
centre. In the evening we 
celebrated with a farewell 
to our lovely hosts, 
Stephen & Nola 
Lawlor. We thank Stephen 
& Nola very much 
because we enjoyed staying with them. 

 

On Thursday we went to 
see kangaroos & koalas 
(& many other Australian 
animals) at the 
Featherdale Wildlife 
Park, then we drove to 

Canberra, where we saw many different Embassy 
buildings & the new 
Government House in 
Canberra. 

Overseas friends & stories... 

This Koala was not at the Featherdale 
Wildlife Park but we saw it near the 

road when driving!! 

We were happy to find the 
German Embassy in Canberra! 
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On Good Friday, we wanted to visit the Gaol 
Museum, but we did not know that today was a 
public holiday. So we just went & strolled around 
town to a cafe for a drink.  
 

Exactly a week after landing in Australia, we visited 
the gold mining town in Ballarat, Victoria. There were 

many old houses 

& horse drawn coaches. In the 
rivers here, there are gold 
nuggets, but we didn’t find any 
gold, because gold was too 
small like powder. Then we go 
back to the Gaol Museum. We 
put on the protective armour of 
Ballarat’s famous bush ranger, 
Ned Kelly. That was fun! 
 

On Easter Sunday, we walked 
for about 2 hours around the 
National Park, “Otway Fly”. After going to the famous 

road, the Great Ocean 
Road, we got in a helicopter 

to fly around the 12 
Apostles & the London 
Bridge. Then we 
walked on the area in 
front of the 12 
Apostles. 

 

We left on Monday, to go by train to Melbourne & go 
shopping in the city centre,& in the evening we 
watched the spit fire (like fireworks from the ground) 
at the well-known Crown Casino. 
 

 

On Tuesday morning, we flew to Alice Springs. The 

weather was very 
hot. We were going to 
pick up the hire car but 
we had problems getting 
the car because the staff 
refused because she 
believed deaf people can’t drive a car. Chris 
negotiated & argued for about 30 minutes with them 
to get the car. Finally that worked so we could 
leave! Many aboriginal 
people live there. We visited 
the “distance learning 
school”, which has the 
biggest classroom in the 
world. Distance learning is 
great because the students 
who live all over the area & 
too far to go to school, they 

don’t need to go to the school but stay at home & 
learn there, with the teacher communicating by 
internet, telephone or e-mail with the students. We 
watched an information video about the school with 
German subtitles for about 10 min, then a German 
guide showed us the “classroom”. This was very 
good. You should visit it yourself! In the afternoon we 
go for a swim in the hotel to relax. 
 

The next day we drove to Ayers Rock (Uluru). We 
looked at the brown-violet hill. In the evening Uluru 
became orange. The sun 
changes the mountain to 
almost red. We slept at a 
hostel in Uluru. 

On the last day at 
Uluru, at 6am we 
wanted to go to Uluru 
to watch the sun 
come up but it was 

too late when we arrived. We still enjoyed looking at 
Uluru in the clear weather. We drove for 1 hour back 

to the hostel to have breakfast. In the 
afternoon we flew to Sydney. It was cold 
& raining, very different to the hot 
Uluru! We looked around in the 
shopping centre. We wanted to stay in 
Australia longer but we had to go home 
to go back to work. Lucky for Chris, who 
can still stay in Australia. 

By Michael & Sandra Wagner 
Update from Editor: 
Chris left Australia to go home on Sunday 29th August. 

Where all the students live (above) 
makes this the biggest classroom 
in the world, even though the 
teacher’s room is small (left). 
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In Memory...In Memory...In Memory...In Memory...    
Una Minney 
passed away aged 66 years old, 
on the 24th June 2010. 
Married to George, with 2 sons, 
3 grandchildren & a dog. Una 
was a very doting grandmother, 
often getting down onto the 
ground to play with her 
grandkids. Una was a Waratah 
girl & a day pupil. She was born 
& grew up in Maitland which 
was close to the school. She 
travelled a lot, to the UK, Brisbane & Western 
Australia to visit friends. 
Una was a home person & one of the best crafters in 
the Deaf Craft Ladies group. She often gave her work 
for our benefit & to family. She was a gentle & soft 
hearted woman, always with a smile & loved talking 
about her family & old memories. She was a patient & 
loving person, she loved helping others & loved her 
crafts. 

By the Deaf Craft Ladies 
 

Una was very close to me, we first met at the 
Ephpheta Centre in Flemington & immediately got 
along well, always talking together. Una often invited 
me out & to join her on holidays away, to Canberra 
with Valda Dixon & other friends. We always talked 
about the TV show – The Bold & the Beautiful. Una 
would often go to Penrith to go to coffee group with 
me. I also often stayed with her at her place, to keep 
her company when her husband had to go to hospital. 
It was a big shock when Una was gone. She will 
always be missed & often thought of, being a lovely 
woman. 

By Janet Boyle 

Bernie Joseph Welch 
Bernie died on the 26th June 2010, aged 55 years old 
after a long illness of liver disease. He was born in a 
tiny quiet country town , Warilda near Moree. He had 
6 brothers & 4 sisters. His parents worked at the local 
Post Office. They later moved to Brisbane & he later 
lived with them. 
He started at St Gabriel’s school for Deaf boys in 
1960. The whole group always stayed together, until 
he left school in 1969 & moved to a hearing school in 
Armidale. He was a brilliant, clever student at school, 
usually top of the class. We tried to beat him many 
times but we always failed in every exam & test, but 
we were not surprised because he was just so clever! 
We were very surprised to hear Bernie had moved to 
another hearing school. He was not happy! We 
thought, we would never see him again but later he 
came to visit us. That’s our “GREAT CLASSMATE”. 
He was captain of St Gabriel’s junior Rugby League 
team, we beat most hearing schools, Oak Hill & 
Parramatta. He ran like Bobby Fulton (that’s why he 
supported Manly!!). He also was a great goal kicker 
but had to stop playing due to his head injuries! 
BADLUCK FOR THE NSW DEAF RUGBY LEAGUE 
CLUB!! 
He also loved another sport, playing lawn bowls 
competitions for many years. He was selected for the 
Australian Deaf team for touring South Africa. He won 
2 gold medals. 
Of course, we all miss him a lot, we can remember 
the good times with him. He was always with us. He 
was a great friend to all of us, always there for us. 
That’s why he will always be in our hearts! 
We know he is now at peace in our spirit. He is with 
Steve Edwards who died 10 years ago.  

By his Classmates 

Deaf Amazing Race 
On 28th August, with lovely 
sunny weather, Nerida & 
Robert Beath went to the Deaf 
Amazing Race, at Koshigaya 
Park & well organised by 
Campbelltown Deaf Club. Congratulations to 
them for a great day. Only about 35 people went 
through the day & unfortunately, 36 teams who 
booked pulled out (mostly because of Sencity) so 

only 4 teams played on 
the day. There were 
many fantastic games, 
including finding clues 
or doing tasks & some 
games based on the 

TV show “Minute to 
Win it”. My brother 
Kevin Beath was host 
for the day & presented 
prizes to winners. The 
winners were Theodorus Lazarou &  Lizzy 
Mepham – Congrats! There was also food, 
drinks, stalls raffles & playground for the kids.  
I would like to give my Congratulations to the 

committee of CDC including 
Nicole Beath, Alana Bradley, 
Linda Donnelly, Anne 
Bajarazewski, Robyne 
Oliver, Paul Bradley & Theo 
Lazarou for a fantastically 
organised Deaf Amazing 
Race.  

By Robert and Nerida Beath 

The 4 brave teams that still played! 

Theo & Lizzy, winners with 
Kevin Beath 
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Mass Times 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

5th Sunday                         10.00am 

 PUNCHBOWL 
 

12th Sunday                          9.30am 

 NORTH GOSFORD 
 

19th Sunday                          11.00am 

 MULGOA (Picnic Mass)   
 (For more info see page 3) 
 

19th BLACKTOWN CANCELLED 
 

25th REVESBY CANCELLED 
 

26th Sunday                          10.30am 

 MANLY St Mary’s (Integrated Mass)   
 (For more info see page 3) 
 

OCTOBER 
 

3rd Sunday                         10.00am 

 PUNCHBOWL  
 

10th Sunday                          9.30am 

 NORTH GOSFORD 
 

17th Sunday                          3.00pm 

 PUNCHBOWL & MMK Canonisation 
 (For more info see page 3) 
 

17th BLACKTOWN CANCELLED 
 

23th Saturday                       6.00pm 

 REVESBY  
 

31st Sunday                          9.00am 

 CAMPBELLTOWN  
 (For more info see page 3) 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

7th Sunday                         10.00am 

 PUNCHBOWL & Assembly Day  
 (For more info see page 3) 
 

14th Sunday                          9.30am 

 NORTH GOSFORD 
 

21st Sunday                          11.30am 

 BLACKTOWN 
 

27th Saturday                       6.00pm 

 REVESBY  

Church Addresses 
 

Chapel of St Francis de Sale  

4 Turner St 

Punchbowl 

 

Our Lady of the Rosary 

92 Glennie St 

North Gosford  
Integrated Mass 
 
 
St Patrick’s 

51 Allawah St 

Blacktown 

 

 

St Luke’s 

1 Beaconsfield St 

Revesby 
Saturday 6pm 
Integrated Vigil Mass 

We pray…We pray…We pray…We pray…        
For those who have died 
24/6/2010 Una Minney 
22/7/2010 Ron Hudson (Sue’s husband) 
2/8/2010 John Boyle 
August 2010 John Payne 
20/8/2010 Joyce Selby (aged 78yrs, Angela Cavender/
Gaston’s grandmother) 
 
 

For those who are sick 
Nick Tayeh 
Continued prayers for Tony Ianella 
Pam Laker (Thanks for your prayers) 
Sharron Wilson 
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We’re on the Web! 
www.ephpheta.org.au 

4 Turner St,  
PUNCHBOWL  NSW  2196 
Phone: (02) 9708 1396  
TTY:   (02) 9708 6904 
Fax:  (02) 9709 5638 
Email: office@ephpheta.org.au 

                Email addresses of our staffEmail addresses of our staffEmail addresses of our staffEmail addresses of our staff    
    

Liz- office@ephpheta.org.au 
Danni - danni@ephpheta.org.au 
David - david@ephpheta.org.au 
Donovan - donovan@ephpheta.org.au 
Nicole - nicole@ephpheta.org.au 

Peter - peter@ephpheta.org.au 
Stephen - stephen@ephpheta.org.au 

Please send your news, stories, 
 information and requests to 
Danni to be considered for the 

next newsletter! 

WEBSITE NEWS 
  Have you seen our website recently? 

 

Our website is now being updated 
weekly so it is always full of current 

information - we hope everyone will get 
used to checking it! 

 

If you have any ideas for our website 
please contact Danni.  


